
McDonald Farm provides a unique field trip site for exploring various habitats and demonstrations of  

water conservation and renewable energy projects. Programs are developed to align with Common 

Core Standards, Next Generation Science Standards, and incorporate STEM initiatives.   

Our experienced staff can modify programs to suit your specific curriculum needs. 

Early Elementary (Grades 1—3) 
Program:  1.5 hours 
Cost:  $6.00/ Child 

 
 

Insects - Study insects up close. Learn of their great 
diversity and intricate interrelationships they have 
with plants and other animals.                                   
 

Rocks and Soils - Unearth the components of rock 
and soil formation through experiments and   
differentiate between sedimentary, metamorphic, 
and igneous rocks. 
 

Web of Life - Examine relationships among various 
organisms in their environment by observing plant 
and animal interactions in the prairie, wetland, and 
woodlands.      
 
Seeds and Plants -  Identify the parts of a plant  
and learn how seeds travel through their special 
adaptations. Investigate pollinator partnerships 
between plants and animals.  

PreK-K Programs   
Program:  1 hour 

Cost:  $4.50/ Child 
 

Green Thumbs - Discover how seeds grow, mix 
soil, plant seeds to take home, and dig in the gar-
den or compost bin. 
 

The Forest Hotel -  Investigate the many layers of 
a tree to uncover the various animals that call it 
home. 
 

Time for Nature - Observe the wonders of nature 
with your eyes, ears, nose and hands. 
 

Colors in Nature - 
Hunt for the variety 
of colors as you take 
a nature hike.  Bring 
home your own  pal-
ette of        nature’s 
colors. 

Late Elementary (Grades 4 and 5) 
Program:  1.5 hours  
Cost:  $6.00/ Child 

 

Earth’s Changing Surface  - Set up experiments  
using the River Cutter Model to investigate  the 
geoscience processes involved in the dynamic 
changes in the Earth’s surface.                                   
 

Nature’s Recyclers - Identify the importance of  
decomposers in nature by delving into their           
microscopic world.     
 

Conservation in Action on the Farm - Tour the 
wind, energy, and  rainwater conservation features 
at the farm. Discover the impact of these 
science and  technological innovations through 
hands- on investigations.     
 
Wetland Study - Discover the plants and animals 
specially adapted to living in a wetland.  Determine 
the health of the water by identifying the presence 
of certain kinds of macroinvertebrates.           

Middle and High School 
Programs  can be customized to satisfy  

your curricular objectives   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information and  
to register for programs, contact  

Jamie Viebach, Youth Programs Manager 
630.428.4500 extension 128 or  

jviebach@theconservationfoundation.org 
 

The Conservation Foundation 
10 S 404 Knoch Knolls Road 

Naperville, IL  60565 
Phone:  630.428.4500 

Fax:  630.428.4599 
www.theconservationfoundation.org 

 

 

McDonald Farm 

Education Programs 
 

2016-17 School Year 

 

The Conservation Foundation is  

pleased to provide youth  

education programs at McDonald Farm. 

 

McDonald Farm is a 60-acre farm located in 

southern Naperville serving  as the headquarters for 

The Conservation Foundation and home for  

 the Green Earth Institute  

 

 

 

 

 

Conveniently located across the street from the  

Naperville Park District’s Platinum LEED certified 

Knoch Knolls Nature Center.  

 

 

 

 

Connecting children & families with the natural world  


